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TDMHSA Currently

Only Allows the
Certification of

NARR Level 1 & 2
Recovery Homes *NARR level 3 & 4  

Recovery Homes 
require licensure in

the state of 
Tennessee as they 

provide clinical 
services under roof 

of the recovery 
residence

 
 

According to the SAFE Bill 
(Section 5, 33-2-1401; 7) and 

in cooperation with the 
TNDMHSA any buildings
separate from the main 

facility can be certified as a 
level 1 or 2 Recovery Home
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CERTIFICATION VS. LICENSURE IN TN

CERTIFICATION LICENSURE
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Operate under Best Practices and ethics defined by NARR, 
SAMHSA, and the National Counsel

Self pay and Voluntary admittance

No clinical/medical services under roof, although we may refer to 
those resources
Peer staff vs. licensed employees

Client/Person first language and philosophy vs. Authoritarian 
(example: I UNDERSTAND vs. YOU MUST)
Residential family style properties

Focuses on safety, individual accountability, early recovery 
foundations, and life skills
Certification comes from TN-ARR vs. State (Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse)
NARR levels 1 and 2

License through the state of TN to operate 

Generally, insurance supported (IOP, PHP, halfway house, residential 
treatment, detox, transitional living, group home)
Follow medical/clinical and Department of Mental Health and 
substance abuse criteria
Has staff with license credentials

Emphasis on chronic care vs. continuum of care

Utilization of case files according to specialized standards to manage 
the client
Generally agencies

NARR levels 3 and 4 (provided the living space is under a separate 
roof)


